
26.02.22

Tēnā koutou e te whānau,

New Zealand’s COVID-19 response continues amid the increase in daily cases. You may well have seen the headlines in 
the media about the numbers of cases being seen in schools. Please don’t be alarmed by this. It is only natural that as 
cases in our community increase, they will appear in schools. We have really good systems in place to respond to this 
and to keep any spread of the virus, should it appear, to a minimum.

Kura will remain open at this stage. The only time kura will enforce a closure is if there were numerous cases on the 
staffing team and we had exhausted all other options We know that it is great for a child’s wellbeing and learning to be at 
school with their friends and with pouako, pouāwhina and kaimahi, and we have systems in place to keep everyone as 
safe as possible. We ask that you continue to keep a really close watch of your whānau for anyone with symptoms. If 
unwell, please stay at home and get advice about getting a COVID-19 test.

Red - Phase 3
The key change is that it is only confirmed cases and their household contacts who need to self-isolate. Everyone else, 
including those who may have had close contact with the case but aren’t in the household, must continue to monitor very 
closely for any symptoms of COVID-19.

Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs)
These are now being used to diagnose COVID-19 as well as PCR tests. This means that you will get an almost 
immediate test result back if a RAT is used. If anyone in your family is confirmed as having COVID-19, you will be asked 
to notify your close contacts yourself. Please get in touch with us as soon as you can if your child has tested positive for 
COVID-19. It is important that you contact myself or Whaea Debbie as soon as you have confirmation of this. The board 
of trustees have given permission to keep these securely locked away in the kura office for staff who may presnt 
symptoms while at kura. Myself or Whaea Debbie will conduct the tests as required and if in the instance a staff member 
tests positive they will leave immediately to confirm by receiving a PCR test then shift to self-isolate for 10 days with their 
household.

Transmission of COVID-19
Please keep doing all the good things you are doing to keep your whānau safe. Wash your hands, get lots of fresh air, 
cover any coughs and sneezes, clean surfaces regularly and seek advice if anyone is not feeling well. Wear a mask 
when you are out and about. There is more information online to help your family prepare to isolate if you need to.

Vaccinations
There is a clinic on kura site on Thursday 3 March. Kura does not give advice on vaccines. Kura does not give consent to 
children being vaccinated. The parent or primary caregiver books with Whaea Debbie and on the day her or I will be 
there to check people in. If we haven’t heard from you then your child does not enter Te Aweawe. The time was set 
between 3.30pm and 6.00pm because tamariki are to be picked up by 3.30pm. Whether whānau choose to or not, your 
choice is respected which ever side of the taiapa you choose to sit on. I just wanted to make that very clear.

Finally, we know how hard the impacts of COVID-19 have been and are for many whānau. If you know of a family in your 
community who is struggling, please encourage them to reach out for support for example to access food, medicine, or 
access financial support: Help is available – COVID-19 Health Hub. Otherwise you can call our Māori Health Provider on 
(06) 3567037 they are located at 5/160 Grey Street if you require any support.

If you have any concerns about sending your child to school, please get in touch.  We are here to help.

Stay safe, stay well and stay connected.

Ngā mihi,

Roberta Kaiwai-Paterangi
roberta.kaiwai-paterangi@tkkmom.ac.nz
(027) 5312353



1. Get everyone vaccinated who can be asap 
(1st dose, 2nd, and booster)

2. Scan everywhere you go and manually enter 
any visitors into the covid app in case we get 
sick and need to let our friends know to watch 
for symptoms   

3. Assume covid is in the community and be 
careful and kind. Give people space in shops 
and on the street. Smile! Check in with folk 
who might need it and offer to help. Read 
evidence-based info on how covid spreads, and 
remember many people won't show symptoms 
so act like we could be infectious even if we 
feel fine 

4. Mask up properly whenever we're out and 
avoid any unnecessary shopping / gatherings / 
venues, particularly indoors. Sanitise and wash 
hands any time we arrive or leave somewhere. 
Put masks through the washing machine daily 
and leave hanging for 2 days before reusing so 
any remaining virus particles die

5. Make sure our tamariki know how to wash 
hands properly for 30 seconds (our pōtiki sings 
'horoi, horoi, horoi ōu ringaringa' over and over) 
and always do so before they eat, etc. 
Remember it's the soap bubbles that kill covid. 
Change clothes and shower when we get home 
from somewhere riskier than usual

Basic Approach Plan 
6. Try to keep enough kai, medicines and 
pet food to keep us going a few weeks. 
Know where to ask for support / 
deliveries. Remember close friends and 
family may well be sick at the same time 
as us

7. Make a list of all family members with 
date of birth, NHI numbers, contact 
details, and health conditions and keep it 
on our phones and written down with 
instructions for feeding pets, etc, in case 
we get sick and someone (possibly our 
kids?) needs to contact people / do 
essentials 
 

8. Open windows and doors as much as 
possible to ensure fresh air and good 
ventilation. Meet whānau outside. 

9. Work from home where possible and 
do more via zoom rather than kanohi-ki-
te-kanohi. 

10. Make time every day for outdoor 
exercise.

11. Stay home any time we're sick and 
get tested if we have cold / flu 
symptoms!   

12. Keep links like this handy in case we 
test positive and are too shocked to 
remember what to do: https://
www.rnz.co.nz/news/what-you-need-
to-know/458333/testing-positive-for-
covid-19-what-you-need-to-know 

The following was shared by a whānau member



Please, please, please, we ask that if your 
tamaiti is unwell that they remain at home. 
We have a high number of tamariki fall ill 
in the past couple of weeks and have had to 
make numerous phonecalls to parents to 
uplift their tamariki from kura. Staff will be 
monitoring tamariki upon arrival and 
throughtout each day. Staff just want to 
know that they are doing their all to 
mitigate transmission of covid, to keep 
themselves well to be able to keep the daily 
operations at kura, in class, as normal as 
possible. 

Unwell Tamariki

The SLT will revise the break times to 
better manage supervision within 
syndicates. We will revert back to 
staggered play times. School karakia will 
now revert to karakia in classrooms until 
further notice. 

Revised Timetable

Mask wearing for year 4-8 is encouraged. 
However, as I reiterated in my last covid 
update, tamariki exempt from wearing a 
mask due to a physical or mental health 
illness or condition or disability that makes 
wearing a face covering unsuitable, their 
parents just need to let us know. Staff can 
not force masks on children, but you need 
to make contact so we are aware of who is 
exempt.

Maruhā



Text

This Whānau Plan has been provided 
by ‘He Puna Hauora’ to support any
whānau who wish to use it or take 

what you want from it to enhance your
existing plan.








